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My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 

You have often heard me tell you, that in 
devoting our time to the study of the sacred writings 
our main object must be, not to derive from it earthly 
advantage, nor must we study them with the view of 
acquiring a reputable name, of attaining wealth, and 
of luxuriafing amidst the comforts of life ; but thata 
more holy and noble desire must induce us to do so. 

This holy and noble desire is that of increasing the 
store of our knowledge, in order the better to un- 
derstand the commandments of our Creator, and 
learn how to obey them; to be useful to our fellow- 
beings, by promoting among them education and 
morality; to purify our immortal soul, by employing 
it in virtuous acts, by making it, through wisdom, 
worthy of its sublime origin. 

But as your minds are yet too tender to follow 
that course which may lead you to the attainment of 
so desirable an end, so you require a more experi- 


‘ enced one to point it out to you; and such is my 


purpose in the lectures that I propose to give you 
occasionally. 
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You study the Bible, yet the profound morality 
which it contains is not unfolded to your eyes; you 
cannot, unless expounded to you, find out those 
passages which strike the mind of a deep reader; 
scrutinize the lives of some of its heroes, and take 
them for an exemplar. It is for me then to explain 
to you the incomparable beauty of this inspired 
book, to excite in you the wish of making it your 
continual meditation, of strictly adhering to its or- 
dinances, and of revering it as the most instructive, 
the most delightful, the most sacred book you can 
ever peruse. 

The story of Esther, which is read by every Is- 
raelite in his respective house and synagdégue at this 
time, abounds with incidents which deserve our 
deep attention; and we consequently shall make it 
the topic of our present discourse. 


When our ancestors, rejecting the law of God, 
brought down upon themselves His indignation— 
when they forgot the wonders He had wrought in 
their behalf—when they slighted the admonitions of 
the Prophets, who strove to reclaim them from their 
unrighteous paths, and to re-conduct them into the 
way of the Lord—when the land of Israel was con- 
taminated with idolatry, and a king of Judah durst 
to profane the sanctuary with his abominable images, 
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then, alas! hordes of barbarous nations trampled 
upon our soil—like rapacious animals they destroyed 
mothers and children—they spared neither the grey 
head nor the suckling; wherever they passed they 
left vestiges of their fierceness. The holy temple, 
the admiration of all people, was delivered up to 
the flames. The last of our princes, after having 
witnessed the death of his children, was cruelly de- 
prived of sight and carried captive, with the residue 
of our brethren, into a far land. It was the wretched 
sight of these misfortunes which befell Israel that 
caused Jeremiah, in his pathetic language, to ex- 
claim—* How sits down solitary the city crowded 
with people, how has become as a widow the princess 
among the provinces.” But the Lord had also said 
by the mouth of that prophet, “As long as creation 
exists the seed of Israel shall remain a nation before 
me.” And God is not a man who lies, or a son of 
man who repents. Shall He say and not perform— 
shall He promise and not accomplish? Men may 
conspire against us—kings may decree our exter- 
mination—but the design of the Lord shall stand 
for ever. 

During the period in which our forefathers were 
captives in Babylon, this mighty kingdom, that 
spread terror among all the neighbouring powers, 
fell, in its turn, under the control of Persia; which 
had, at that time, extended its sway from India even 
unto Ethiopia, Ahasuerus, so named in the Bible, 
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one of its sovereigns, promulgated an edict ordering 
that all his subjects should kneel before Haman, his 
favorite minister. All fearfully obeyed the king’s 
command. One man, only, ventured to disregard 
it. Mordecai the Jew, disdaining to degrade him- 
self to so low a degree as to bow before a mortal 
being, refused to pay the requested obeisance. How 
great was the wrath of the king’s minister when he 

- was acquainted with Mordecai’s proceeding towards 
him! He burned with ire, and he would soon have 
wreaked it upon him, had not a still more brutal 
thought crossed his mind. This would not be a 
vengeance sufficient for his boundless ambition. 
They told him of the people of Mordecai. He 
knew that this nation, though cast among idolaters, 
adored but one God, worshipped not men, but their 
Maker, and he determined to sweep them from the 
face of the earth. 

To achieve his purpose he presented himself be- 
fore the king, described the Jews as a self-willed 
people, who regarded not his laws, obeying solely 
their own; asa nation whose example might prove 
detrimental to the crown: and he knew so well 
how to use his subtle language that he sueceeded 
in turning the unstable mind of his sovereign against 
the harmless Israelites. He at once granted him 
his request, and taking his ring from his finger, put 
it on that of his favorite minister, as a mark of his 
esteem. His consent had scarcely issued out of the 
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king’s mouth, when couriers were sent throughout 
the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the em- 
pire to arm the Gentiles against the unfortunate 
Jews, to annihilate them in one day, on the thir- 
teenth of the month Adar. 

Who can pourtray to you the consternation of our 
unhappy fathers at these tidings? What tongue 
can adequately describe to you the anguish of poor 
Mordecai? He rent his garments, put on sack- 
cloth, covered his head with ashes, and bitterly cried 
before his God. But the Lord has said—‘ As long 
as creation exists the seed of Israel shall remain 
a nation before me.” 

Ere Haman had struck the blow, the Mighty One, 
in his ceaseless love for the sons of his faithful 
Abraham, had prepared a cure to heal it. A woman 
was again his instrument of salvation—a woman 
whose character it behoves eyery one of us to imi- 
tate. I have said again, for the women of Israel have 
often emulated men, and surpassed them in virtue and 
patriotic zeal. Women of Israel marched against 
the assailants of their brethren, and displayed un- 
daunted courage—women sang the song of God on 
the day of victory—women excited the minds of the 
people with their sublime and prophetic language— 
women judged the people of God, and showed them 
the way they should choose, and the actions they 
should perform. 

Esther was the woman whom the Deity selected 
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to deliver his flock from the tusks of the wolf, The 
daughter of exiled parents of the tribe of Benjamin, 
she lost them at that period when she most needed 
their counsel and support. Left alone in the wide 
world, she would have succumbed under the bur- 
den of her troubles, had not Mordecai, her cousin, 
stretched out to her a relieving hand. He brought 
her up under his roof, and instilled in her young 
mind a love for God, for our holy religion, for her 
desolated country and unhappy people. Esther 
grew up and Mordecai’s labour was crowned with 
success. Adorned with physical and moral beauty, 
she captivated the affections of all who saw her. 
Holy writ does not inform us of the state of her 
private life, yet, if we are allowed to infer it from 
her and her cousin’s character, it must have been 
a state of content and felicity; for wherever true 
religion and morality are found, happiness is the 
sure consequence. Believe me, my dear pupils, 
opulence does not constitute happiness; precious 
stones and costly jewels contribute in no way to our 
welfare; religion and virtue, solely, are the jealous 
keepers of it. 

But let us proceed in our narrative. I need not 
dwell upon the circumstances which raised this il- 
lustrious Jewess to the throne. All of you know 
how the king Ahasuerus, irritated at his wife, Vasti’s, 
disobedience, resolved to divest her of her dignity, 
and grant it to that person whom he deemed worthy 
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of possessing it. Neither is it unknown to you the 
order he issued, that every maiden should repair to 
his palace, that he might choose from among them 
one whose brows merited to be adorned with the 
royal diadem. But that which has, most probably, 
been passed over by you, is the following passage in 
the bible—‘‘.So it came to pass, that when the king’s 
command and his decree were heard, and when 
many maidens had assembled in the royal palace of 
Susan, then ‘Esther was taken into the king’ s house.” 
While others eagerly hastened to the metropolis, 
where they hoped honours and grandeur awaited 
them; our heroine, far from aspiring to the coveted 
dignity, kept closer to her own hearth, and com- 
pulsion must have forced her to quit the dwelling 
of her infancy, her beloved cousin to whom she 
acknowledged infinite gratitude, and go to unite her 
fate with that of a heathen. But she was the woman 
whom the Lord, in his inscrutable design, had se- 
lected to thwart the intention of the wicked, and 
avert danger from his people. 

The king’s chamberlain, that had been charged 
with the care of the women, who in turn were to be 
presented before the king, having discerned in 
Esther’s demeanour a superiority which raised her 
above her competitors, showed her particular favors. 
He placed her in the best furnished apartments of 
the palace, and did not fail to earnestly exert him- 
self to forward her happiness. The gentle Hebrew 
maiden, sensible of the kindness bestowed upon her, 
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sought on her part to repay it by acquiesciug in all 
his suggestions, and even, at that very moment, 
which was to decide her destiny, at that very moment 
when others would have used all their arts to fasci- 
nate the king, she, with her wonted modesty and 
simplicity, requested nothing except that which cap 
chamberlain had suggested to her, 

The king saw Esther—he read in her countenance 
the nobility of her soul—he compared her beauty 
with that of her rivals, and finding it pre-eminent, 
did not hesitate to invest her with that dignity of 
which his first wife had been deprived. 

We read and witness so many instances of indi- 
viduals who, having been raised by chance from an 
obscure condition to a higher station of life, forget 
their extraction, disown their relatives, and, attri- 
buting only to their ability the acquisition of their 
wealth, are ready to assume a command over them 
upon whom fortune has not smiled. We, unfortu- 
nately, witness so many examples of ingratitude to 
heaven, that it would not have surprised us if history 
had recorded that Esther, dazzled by the splendour 
of her diadem, intoxicated by luxury, infatuated by 
the homage which so many nobles and-princes paid 
to her, had at last yielded to temptation, and forgot- 
ten herself, her cousin, and her people. But, no; 
Esther the queen, as pious as ever, as zealous for 
her people and country as when she was a poor out- 
cast, did not depart from the commandments of her 
God and of her beloved cousin. 


11 


Having thus designated her character, you may 
easily conceive how dismayed must her generous 
heart have felt when her attendants informed her of 
Mordecai’s consternation and grief; and how much 
more so, when she learned the real cause of his 
misery? But even then religion did not fail to 
come to her aid; religion, which invests man with 
a supernatural strength; religion, which elevates 
his mind above terrestrial objects, and enables him 
sometimes to accomplish deeds which, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, he would have deemed beyond 
his power; religion came to her assistance. Al- 
though at first she would have objected to appear 
before the monarch (for the law condemned to death 
any one who entered his court without being called) ; 
yet when she heard that the peremptory decision of 
her cousin was that she should appear, she yielded 
to it, committing her cause, not to her beauty, not 
to her talent, not to her eloquence, but to that Om- 
niscient Being, who had said—‘* When you shall be 
scattered among the nations, and you shall seek for 
the Lord, you will find him; if you shall seek him 
with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

Queen Esther then, in accordance with this, 
ordered a fast to be kept by all Israel for three 
days consecutively, in order that every one leaving 
the care of the body might concentrate all his 
faculties in devotion and contrition to implore 
mercy and favour from our Celestial Father, whose 
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ears are always open to the supplications of a 
contrite heart—and He heard their crying and 
granted. their petition. He who had so lately 
decreed the extermination of the Jews, now sen- 
tenced to death whoever molested them. That 
profligate minister who, through ambition, had 
induced his king to commit an act of ignominy, 
died the victim of his own infamy: that people 
who had sharpened their swords to fly upon the 
innocent Israelites, received the retribution which 
they deserved. 

So, to use a comparison, as after a misty night 
the accumulated vapours disappear before the rays 
of the sun; so disappeared, in one day, the enemies 
of Israel before the Lord of Sebaot, who rose to 
their help. The day that was anxiously awaited 
for by the persecutors of our people as a day of 
pillage and slaughter, was turned into a day of joy 
and gladness. Thus righteousness triumphed over 
injustice, piety over perfidy; thus those two noble- 
hearted cousins who, assisted by the Almighty, 
had saved their brethren when on the very brink 
of the precipice, rejoicing at their salvation, joined 
themselves in sweet harmony to render thanks to 
Him who had suddenly changed darkness into 
light, mourning into festivity, death into life. 

But we should do injustice to history if while 
tracing the lives of its heroes we omitted to notice 
those traits which most deserve our encomium. 
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Indeed, the conduct of the Jews towards their 
enemies fills our hearts with admiration. Where 
can we find an instance of a people who, attacked 
without any provocation by assailants coming with 
fury to dip their swords in innocent blood, incited 
only by cupidity of gain, were so virtuous as not to 
retribute, having the power, the evil intended 
against them? Such was the conduct of the 
Israelites towards their own foes; permitted by the 
king to stand for their lives against their persecu- 
tors, and enrich themselves with their property, 
they, with unexampled moderation, refused to touch 
that which, according to the right of battle, had 
become their own. Worthy children of Abraham, 
who, moved by an instinct of humanity, left his 
peaceful habitation to hasten to the aid of a people, 
and after having discomfited their aggressors, re- 
fused to appropriate to himself the least particle of 
booty ; the people of Israel, compelled to take arms 
against their enemies for the sake of life, when they 
perceived themselves freed from the menacing 
danger, sheathed their swords, and did not stain 
their victory by indulging in plunder and _ spoil. 
Had the Jews acted differently ; had they at the 
sight of gold and silver listened to the right of war 
rather than to the dictates of our holy religion; had 
they yielded to man’s natural avidity, they would 
have sacrificed virtue to a precarious advantage; 
they would have rendered themselves odious in the 
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eyes of the nations amongst whom they were cap- 
tives, and above all unworthy of the salvation of 
the Almighty. But that they were not unworthy 
this unlooked for saivation proves. The hand of 
the Lord was again stretched forth to deliver them, 
and again they remained his people of treasure. 
It is then to celebrate this great miracle of God 
- that we assemble in our synagogues on the 14th of 
this month, to read the Meghillé. It is for the 
same purpose that we fast on the preceding day, so 
that we may identify ourselves, as it were, with the 
anxiety of our brothers, as well as with their joy. 
But think not, my dear pupils, that by fasting 
and rejoicing only we have performed that which 
the pious Esther has ordained. ‘Two other impor- 
tant commands we are enjoined to fulfil: the former, 
which involves the duty of sending presents to each 
other, is calculated to strengthen ¢he more that 
bond of mutual love which ought to exist among 
the members of the house of Israel; the latter, still 
more sacred, for it prescribes the obligation of being 
liberal to the indigent, is a precept which not only 
on this occasion, but in every circumstance of your 
life, every day, every moment, you must earnestly 
endeavour to accomplish. ‘‘ Charity,” says the 
wisest of men, “is a shelter from death.” It 
matters not, my pupils, whether the gift be more or 
less, so that you give willingly of that which is in 
your power. The vast recompense which attends 
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the charitable man in this and in the future life, 
and which is so frequently mentioned in the Bible 
and in the Talmud, is in his emphatic style thus 
expressed by the prophet Isaiah: “‘If you share 
your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless 
poor to your house, if you cover the naked with 
your garment, and do not behave as a stranger 
towards your own relatives, then your light shall 
break forth as the morning, your health shall in- 
crease as grass, your righteousness shall go before 
you, and the glory of God shall be your reward.” 
Were I now to prolong my discourse with the 
picture of the immense benefit arising from the 
performance of so important a duty, I feel con- 
vinced my words would prove unequal to the mag- 
nitude of the subject; but you see in yourselves an 
immediate effect of charity. You, poor orphans, 
through it enjoy all the advantages you can desire ; 
to it you are indebted for your daily maintenance ; 
to the ceaseless charity bestowed upon you, you 
owe that instruction and moral education which are 
supplied in this philanthropic institution, and which 
will enable you one day to occupy an honourable 
station in civilized society. And if your subsis- 
tence and education depend upon charity, who can 
more than you sufficiently appreciate this great 
virtue ? And who more than you must feel anxious 
to exercise it? And you will be able, in process of 
time, to exercise it; you will be able to evince that 
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charity to others which you have, in your younger 
days, received—provided you steadily attend to 
your studies, to the dictates of those who spare no 
trouble to promote your welfare, to the counsel of 
them who confer on you incessant kindness. Like 
the illustrious Jewess whose history and whose 
virtue we have been tracing to day, be you obedient 
to your superiors; let her character be indelibly 
impressed on your minds; her humility, religious 
faith, and gratitude towards her benefactor be 
exemplified in your life. And as Queen Esther> 
both in adversity and in prosperity, in a low con- 
dition and in the highest, remained constant to her 
principles; may you likewise, as long as you breathe, 
continue steadfast to the precepts of our holy reli- 
gion, the sole means by which you will obtain 
favour in the sight of God and men. 


Vanty, Printer, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


